
CITY OF MENASHA 
Parks and Recreation Board 

Hart Park Shelter – 140 Main Street 
June 9, 2014 

MINUTES 
 

A. CALL TO ORDER 

  The meeting was called to order by Chr. D Sturm at 6:00 p.m. 

B. ROLL CALL/EXCUSED ABSENCES 

  MEMBERS PRESENT:  Chr. Dick Sturm, Nancy Barker, Sue Pawlowski, Ald. Michael Keehan, 
Tom Marshall,  Cindy Schaefer-Kemps, Lisa Hopwood 
 
MEMBERS EXCUSED:   
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  PRD Tungate, PS Maas 

C. MINUTES TO APPROVE 

 1. Minutes of the May 12, 2014 Park Board Meeting 
Motion by S. Pawlowski, seconded by N. Barker, motion carried 
 

D. PUBLIC COMMENT ON ANY ITEM OF CONCERN ON THIS AGENDA 
Five (5) minute time limit for each person. 

   

E. REPORT OF DEPARTMENT HEADS/STAFF/OR CONSULTANTS 

 1. Department Report – PRD Tungate reported that this is probably the busiest time of year for 
the department.   There is a lot of hiring and employment paperwork to take care of in both the 
areas of pool and recreation.  The pool opens June 10 and most recreation programs start on 
June 16.  It was also mentioned that a significant amount of staff time is being spent on getting 
the Gilbert project ready to bid. While taking somewhat longer than first anticipated, progress 
has been made and bidding should occur yet this summer. 

 2. Park Project and Vandalism Report – PS Maas reported some vandalism to a port-a-potty at 
Muni Beach; the pool experienced some minor turbidity issues during a pre-season school event 
at the pool; Jefferson Park had some toilets in the men’s restroom that were not functioning 
properly; some door repairs occurring on the backside of the Memorial Building; new Facility 
Tech has started; several small terrace trees did not make it through a tough winter.  

F. DISCUSSION 

 1. Smith Park effigy mounds upcoming meeting with state archaeologist - PRD Tungate 
reported that on June 19, an archaeologist from the State will be visiting Smith Park to observe 
the effigy mounds.   Historical Society representative will be invited.  The purpose of the meeting 
will be to seek a better way to mark the mounds for public appreciation and to have the city 
engineering crew survey the exact location of three and possibly a fourth mound that has sunk 
and is virtually invisible. 

 2. New eastside neighborhood park update - PRD Tungate stated that he and Mayor Merkes 
have been in touch with representatives of the Menasha Rotary Club in an effort to have the club 
become a sponsorship partner with the city to facilitate the development of the park.  The hope 
is that this partnership can be solidified before any public meetings and park planning would 



occur.  PRD Tungate will keep the Board apprised on the progress of this issue. 

 3. Resident request to lower one hoop at Hart Park - This request was brought to the attention 
of PRD Tungate by Ald. Taylor.  The Board had an in-depth discussion on some options 
regarding this matter.  First, they felt like perhaps a separate half court with lower hoop may 
make sense.  They acknowledged that lowering a hoop does bring potential other issues into 
play, such as older kids dunking and damaging the lower standard.  They concurred with staff 
that lowering the existing, older standard and hoop would be quite difficult to do both 
permanently or to move it up and down periodically.  There are newer basketball standards that 
make this task much easier.   The Board did observe some small children using the far west end 
of the park, away from the skatepark and basketball court and briefly discussed the idea of 
having play equipment (which has some ADA issues) and perhaps a smaller basketball hoop 
placed on that end of the park. This topic will be placed on the July agenda. 

 4. Current states of use and condition of the skatepark - Some basic repair work is needed to 
the black surface areas.  Park maintenance staff should be able to get at this work once the pool 
settles into a normal maintenance schedule.  Much of the discussion focused on ways to change 
the use culture at the skatepark that usually involves excessive littering and swearing.  Everyone 
acknowledged that this would be tough to change.  It was suggested that some older skate 
“mentors” could be indentified and perhaps they would be willing to host a few free events at the 
park and take time during the event(s) to talk with younger users about more responsible 
behavior.  It was suggested that should an event take place that perhaps the Police Dept. could 
stop in and have some positive interaction with the skaters. 

 5. Resident request to pursue planting of cherry trees in Jefferson Park - The Board 
discussed this idea suggested by resident Steve Krueger.  The Board was not in favor of 
planting fruited cherry trees in the park because of issues involved with:  care and labor required 
for fruit trees, not being able to guarantee a quality “crop”, potential problems with birds eating 
the fruit, not being able to administer a fair public picking program and not being sure that the 
park has the proper soils or climate to grow a quality fruited cherry tree.  The Board did support 
a test planting of some fruitless cherry trees and asked that staff look into this.  They liked the 
idea of a showy, durable, ornamental tree in the park but that any mass planting of such a tree 
should be a part the master plan for Jefferson Park that will be undertaken in the near future. 

 6. Next Month-review of park fee policy for non-profit groups -  PRD Tungate suggested this 
topic be discussed next month and that perhaps it made sense to have the existing older policy 
mirror what has been done more recently with the special event fee policy for non-profit groups. 

G. ACTION ITEMS- None 

H. PUBLIC COMMENT ON ANY MATTER LISTED ON THE AGENDA 

I. ADJOURNMENT 

  Moved by L. Hopwood, seconded by Ald. Michael Keehan to adjourn at 7:45pm.  Motion carried. 
 


